MINUTES
STATE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
NORTH CAROLINA DEMOCRATIC PARTY
FEBRUARY 22, 2025
SALLIE B. HOWARD HIGH SCHOOL
902 HERRING AVENUE EAST
WILSON, NORTH CAROLINA

In writing these minutes, it is assumed that SEC Members
kept their 2025 Winter SEC Packet.

The meeting was called to order by State Party Chair Anderson
Clayton at 10:43AM.

Phillip Cooper gave the invocation.

The Land Acknowledgement was presented by Paula Shelton,
President of the Democratic Women of North Carolina. The group then
recited the North Carolina Pledge.

Chair Clayton announced that there are currently 608 SEC
Members. Therefore, 244 Members must be in attendance to establish
a Quorum. She reported that 170 Members were present and 316
Members were on Zoom making a total of 486 Members in attendance.
Therefore, a Quorum was declared to be present.

Cliff Moone made a motion to adopt the Minutes of the last SEC
meeting. Diane Tyndall seconded the motion. On the voice vote, it was
announced that 164 Members voted in the affirmative. 2 Members
voted in the negative. (The votes of SEC Members attending by Zoom
were not included in this tally.) The Minutes were declared to have
been adopted.

Parliamentarian David Parker spoke about the Agenda for today’s
meeting. Marlando Pridgen of Columbus County made a motion not to
accept the proposed Agenda. He made a motion to amend the Agenda.
He wanted to discuss the Agenda for 15 minutes. Political Director Ni
Lavien read a statement which LaVon Barnes of Alamance County had
emailed to her (because Zoom would not allow him to speak directly to
the SEC.)



Parliamentarian David Parker ruled that Marlando Pridgen’s motion
was out of order.

Rich Elkins made a motion to remove the POO item and the COR
item from today’s consent Agenda.

Ryan Jenkins, Rich Elkins, Mabel Imari McCray, Janice Robinson
and Chris Telesca spoke about the Elkins motion.

By a voice vote the body voted to keep the consent Agenda and
not remove the POO and the COR items from the consent Agenda.

The SEC then voted to adopt the consent Agenda.

Congresswoman Deborah Ross addressed the SEC. She also
brought best regards from Congressman Don Davis.

Parliamentarian David Parker went through the Rules of the Day
item-by-item explaining them to the SEC. Cliff Moone made a motion to
adopt the Rules of the Day. Scott Huffman seconded his motion and
this motion was passed by a voice vote.

Dr. JoAnn Woodward, Wilson County Chair Mahalia Witter-
Merithew, and First District Chair Chris Hardee spoke to the meeting.

Supreme Court Justice Anita Earls delivered the meeting’s
Keynote Address. Her theme was: “Diversity is our strength. Unity is
our power.”

Secretary of State Elaine Marshall addressed the SEC.
Supreme Court Justice Allison Riggs spoke to the body. She gave
a report on where the challenges to her election stood on that date.
2025 BUDGET

David Parker presided over the budget section of the meeting.
Executive Director Kian Sadjadi spoke on the budget. He pointed out
that it included full funding for the Eva Clayton Fellowships and
financial support for the Black Alliance.

State Party Treasurer Deniese Chaney informed the SEC that in
2024 the State Party had raised $13 million dollars! She confirmed that
money for all the Eva Clayton Fellows is already in the Party treasury.

Treasurer Chaney said that all counties are scheduled to pay
their Sustaining Fund Dues to the State Party in 2025.

She said the State Party will try to raise $250,000 for repairs
and maintenance for the Goodwin House this year.




Steven Wynn and Surluta Anthony asked questions,
Dorian Palmer announced that the popular “Women of Color”
event will be held this year.

Questions and remarks were made by DaQuanta Copeland.

A motion was made and seconded to authorize the SEC to amend
the 2025 State Party Budget. Toni Mingo, Matt Hughes, Marlando
Pridgen, Ben Spencer, Chris Hardee, Eileen Paroff, John Burns, and
Ryan Jenkins spoke about this motion.

It was explained that voting FOR this amendment means that the
SEC can debate and amend the Budget. It was explained that voting
AGAINST this amendment means that the entire Budget will be voted
“up or down” with no amendments. This amendment was defeated.

Reem Subei of Wake County said investments should be made in
American companies which are socially conscious.

Marlando Pridgen said the State Party should develop a strategic
plan before adopting a budget.

Shauna Williams asked SEC Members to vote against the budget.

An SEC Member from Granville County called for the question on
the 2025 Budget. The call for the question was passed on a voice vote.

The SEC than voted on approving the entire 2025 Budget. The
Budget was approved.

The meeting then voted to take a break for lunch.

LUNCH
ELECTIONS OF OFFICERS

When the meeting resumed after lunch, it went into the process
of electing State Party Officers for 2025-2027.

Connie Green-Johnson nominated Anderson Clayton of Person
County for State Chair. Diane Roberson seconded Anderson Clayton’s
nomination.

Jaimie Campbell-Bowles nominated Marlando Pridgen of
Columbus County.

After the votes were tallied, the following results were

announced:
Anderson Clayton - 405
Marlando Pridgen - 71



Steve Rawson nominated Jason Butler of Durham County for First
Vice Chair. Reem Sabei seconded his nomination.
Alfreda Perkins nominated Jonah Garson of Orange County for
First Vice Chair. Matt Hughes seconded his nomination. Paula Shelton
endorsed Jonah.
Vinod Thomas nominated Aron Johnson for First Vice Chair.
The following votes were announced for First Vice Chair:
Jonah Garson - 299
Aron Johnson - 165
Jason Butler - 36
Abstain - 4

Derrick Montgomery nominated Dr. Kimberly Hardy for Second
Vice Chair of the State Party. Kevin Jones seconded her nomination.

Since there were no more nominations, Pam McAfee made a
motion to unanimously re-elect Dr. Hardy. Ryan Jenkins seconded the
motion. The motion to re-elect Dr. Hardy was passed unanimously.

Adrian Maldonado nominated Elijah King for re-election for Third
Vice Chair. Sabrina Berry seconded his nomination. There were no
other nominations for this position. The SEC then voted to
unanimously re-elect Elijah King as Third Vice Chair.

Someone who did not say their name asked for a Quorum Call.

A count of the live audience and the Zoom attendees determined that
478 SEC Members were still in the meeting. Therefore, a Quorum was
declared to be present.

Eva F. Lee spoke to the SEC nominating herself for State Party
Secretary.

John Verdejo made a speech nominating Melvin Williams for
re-election as State Party Secretary. Dr. Cassandra Conover of Nash
County, Gloria Goodwin of Onslow County, Brenda Pollard of Durham
County, and Gwen Wilkins of Nash County made seconding talks.

The results of the voting for Secretary were:

Melvin Williams - 368
Eva F. Lee - 98



Ben Spencer made a motion to extend the meeting’s adjournment
time to 6:30PM. Jill Hopman seconded his motion. This motion was
approved.

PLAN OF ORGANIZATION

The Parliamentarian explained that the Plan Of Organization
Review Committee had made a motion to adopt seven proposals which
could be found in the SEC Packet. He explained that if there is not a
motion to pull an Item, that item will be ruled to have been approved.

Item #1-An omnibus group of motions which are non-substantial.
These matters are already in effect now. This item was determined to
have passed because there was no motion to pull it.

Item #2 - Change the selection method for County
Representatives to District Executive Committees for Single Districts.
This item was determined to have passed because there was no
motion to pull it.

Item #3 - Motion to make change to Section 3.12 to change to
weighted vote in certain situations.

Kevyn Creech made a motion to pull this item. Her motion did not
pass. Therefore, Item #3 was determined to have passed.

Item #4 - Clarification that County and District Chairs not only
have the authority to appoint Treasurers, that they also have the
ability to remove Treasurers with the approval of the majority of
elected officers. This will make changes to Section 2.03 and 3.04.

Doug Auer made a motion to pull this item. Eileen Paroff
seconded his motion. The Chair announced that 103 votes would be
needed to pass this motion. The motion failed.

Nick Long asked the SEC to re-consider pulling Item #3 for
discussion as Kevyn Creech had requested earlier. Nick Long’s motion
received only 78 votes. Therefore, it failed.

Cynthia Wallace stated that the votes of the SEC Members who
were actually live in the school auditorium need to be counted as well
as those online. No action or announcement was made in response to
Cynthia’s request.



Item #5 - Makes changes in Sections 9 and 10 to make
procedures for filing a grievance against precinct officers consistent
with removal processes for other Party officers and with previous
changes to the Plan. A person who did not say their name made a
motion to pull this item. Molly Holleman seconded the motion to pulil.

Only 45 Members voted for this motion to pull. Therefore, this
item was passed.

Item #6 - A proposal to make it easier for precincts to cluster
together for organizing purposes. A motion was made to pull this item.
This motion was seconded. (Neither of these two people said their
names clearly.) 131 Members voted to pull. Therefore, this item was
pulled.

Item #7 - This item asks for approval for Alternative Plans of
Organization for the following counties: Avery, Brunswick, Gaston,
Madison, Stokes, Transylvania, and Watauga.

Gaston, Stokes, and Transylvania are seeking a renewal of
previous renewals.

Avery, Brunswick, Madison and Watauga are requesting the
ability to implement the same Alternative Plan that other counties
have.

This item also provided a Draft of a Generic Alternative Plan
of Organization for rural counties.

Mecklenburg County is requesting a renewal of their
existing Alternate Plan of Organization.

Rockingham County is requesting a renewal of their
existing Alternate Plan of Organization.

Chris Reynolds asked if the movers of this item would explain it
to the SEC. Parliamentarian David Parker ruled they could not.

Ryan Jenkins made a motion to refer Item #7 back to the Plan of
Organization Review Committee. His motion was passed.

Judge Kimberly Best asked if debate is allowed on Ryan’s

motion.



Janice Lewis said that the Party needs to use a different term
for “Cluster.”

Zach Finley made a motion to adjourn. Ben Spencer seconded his
motion. The motion was passed and the meeting was adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,
Melvin Williams, State Secretary
North Carolina Democratic Party



