
MINUTES 

NCDP STATE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 

7:00PM, JANUARY 29, 2025 

 State Chair Anderson Clayton called the Zoom meeting to order 

at 7:00PM. 

 Secretary Melvin Williams called the roll which showed that the 

following 39 Members were present: 

      Anderson Clayton                   John Verdejo 

      Jonah Garson                          LeVon Barnes 

      Kimberly Hardy                       Doug Auer             

      Elijah King                               Beth Jones 

      Melvin Williams                       William Mitchell 

      Cassie Rice                             Kiana Gardner 

      Deniese Chaney                      Collette Alston-Powell 

      Kelvin Stallings                       Paula Shelton 

      Grayson Barnette                    Pam McAfee               

      Nida Allam                               Adrian Maldanado 

      Connie Green Johnson            Tyler Beall 

      Chris Hardee                            Jason Butler 

      Mary Thompson                       Vince Vezza 

     Wesley Boykin                          Vikki Andrews 

     Diana Robinson                        Zach Finley 

     Charlie Wallin                           Paul McAllister 

     Anduin Craighill-Middleton      Jeffrey Bier 

     Tom Simmons                          Garrett Readling 

     Nigel Bristow                           Kristen Robinson 

     Jenny Marshall 

     Parliamentarian David Parker was also present. 

     With 39 of the 59 Members present, a quorum was declared. 

     NCDP attorney Kat Lawson gave a report on the various court 

cases relating to Justice Allison’s Riggs election victory. 

     Tyler Beall made a motion for the Council to go into Executive 

(Closed) Session. His motion was seconded and adopted. 



    (Discussions and actions carried out during Executive Session 

are not included in these public minutes.) 

    Tyler Beall made a motion to come out of Executive Session and it 

was seconded by a person who did not say their name clearly. 

    NCDP Officers made reports. 

    Chair Clayton reported on her activities including raising money for 

Justice Riggs court cases, her plans to go to DNC meeting in 

Maryland, and announced she would be speaking at the NCDP’s ACC 

convention. 

    First Vice Chair Jonah Garson talked about the hard work members 

of the Finance Committee have done to develop a line item budget. 

He congratulated State Treasurer Deniese Chaney and the Finance 

Committee members on their results. 

    Jonah reported he was helping counties organize precinct meetings 

and said he will be happy to speak to county parties about Project 100. 

    Second Vice Chair Kimberly Hardy talked about her recent activities 

and her trip to Surry County on the previous night. She told the 

meeting that she is one of the 60,000-plus voters whose vote in the 

2024 General Election is being challenged by Judge Griffin. She has 

held conversations with many Democratic individuals and groups 

about race and gender. 

    Third Vice Chair Elijah King reported on his recent activities 

including going to Surry County with Dr. Hardy on the night before 

and working on voter registration. 

    Cassie Rice, President of the County Chairs Association reported 

that she is helping counties get their precinct meetings organized. 

    State Treasurer Deniese Chaney reported on the many meetings she 

has held to develop and refine the 2025 NCDP budget which will be 

presented at the next Executive Council meeting. 

    Secretary Melvin Williams told the Council that counting all 

Executive Council meetings, all SEC meetings, and all State  

Conventions, tonight is the 106
th

 meeting for which he has written 

minutes. 

 

  



Chair Clayton talked about the Budget Freeze which had been  

announced a few days earlier. 

 DNC Member John Verdejo spoke to the Council meeting from  

Washington where he was attending the DNC’s Winter Meeting.  He  

said he was obtaining signatures of DNC Members on a motion to 

honor Governor Roy Cooper for his eight years of service as Governor. 

He had already obtained 35 of the 40 signatures needed to bring the 

Resolution to the floor of the DNC meeting. 

 Tyler Beall made a motion for the meeting to adjourn. It was 

seconded by several members and passed by a unanimous vote. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Melvin Williams, State Secretary 

North Carolina Democratic Party 


