
EXCITEMENT IS BUILDING!  

GOOD NEWS ABOUT DEMOCRATS!  

YOUTH FEATURES: JUSTIN MATTHEWS & GREEAR WEBB!  

 

KICKING OFF OUR FALL CAMPAIGN!  

 Th is picture of many of our NCDP Staff Members and Officers was made at  

the Primary Night Watch Party on March 5
th

. These folks will be leading us (and 

help ing us) throughout the General Election campaign.  

 From the left they are: NC College Dems President Nathan Linville, NCDP 

Organizing Director Sarah OõBrien, Party Affairs Organizing Director Ni Lavien, 

Piedmont Regional Organizing Director Daniel Franch, Research Assistant Dom 

Patafie, NCDP Third Vice Chair Elijah King, Data Dir ector Brian Jones, NCDP 

Executive Director Kian Sadjadi, NCDP Second Vice Chair Kimberly  Hardy , NCDP 

Treasurer Deniese Chaney and Finance Director Chloe Capetanos.  

LIKE DEMOCRATS STATEWIDE  

THESE FOLKS ARE WORKING FOR VICTORIES!  

 



 

    

RACHEL HUN T 

Rachel Hunt, our candidate for                  

Lt. Governor, was a busy Democrat on  

March 16
th

 as she spoke at three  different 

County Conventions.  After receiving 70% 

of the votes for Lt. Governor in the 

Primary, she has continued  to  

crisscross the sta te .      

        Left : Rachel was welcomed to the  

     Gaston County Convention in Gastonia  

     by Gaston County Chair David Brown.  

  Below : Rachel spoke to the Mecklenburg  

      County Convention at Little Rock AME  

Zion Church in Charlotte.  

 

 

 

 

      Rachel  with Tasha White & Gaston County  

   Commissioner candidate Dr. Sharlene Mullins  

    



 

Rachel also addres sed  the Robeson County Democratic Convention in Lumberton . 

She was welcomed by Robeson County Party Chair Cara Pearson  

 

 

 

READY TO  

VOTE!  

Former Stanly County Party Chair  

Judy Hammil (standing)   

with former Stanly Democratic  

Womenõs Secretary  

Theresa Lanning and her  

husband , Frank Lanning , 

as they get ready  

to vote.  

 



 



 



 



 

BRUNSWICK COUNTY DEMOCRATS!  



 

HEARTWARMING DUPLIN STORY!  

 In February p hone bankers discovered Mr. John Johnson who had 

moved to the town of Magnolia since the last election. The phone 

bankers reported that Mr. Johnson wanted to vote but he had no way 

to get registered because he had no transportation.  

 Several Duplin Democrats were asked about taking Mr. Johnson 

to the Board of Elections Office in Kenansville which wa s nine miles 

away. They declined because they were afraid of liability issues.  

 Then Langston Pollock, Third Vice Chair of  the Duplin County 

Democratic Party, heard about the situation. Langston eagerly 

volunteered to take Mr. Johnson.  

 When they arrived at the Elections Office, it was discovered that 

Mr. Johnson did not have a picture ID with him. Langston took him 

back to M agnolia to get his picture, then back to Kenansville to get 

registered. Then he took Mr. Johnson back to his Magnolia home for a 

total of 36 miles.  

        CONGRATULATIONS, LANGSTON POLLOCK!  



 

DEMS CELEBRATE CHINESE NEW YEAR!  

 Elegantly  dressed Democrats g athered at the Prestonwood Country Club on 

February 20
th

 to celebrate the Chinese New Year. They welcomed the Year of the 

Dragon.  

         Morrisville Mayor TJ Cawley is shown  above  addressing the crowd.  

 

   A young lady joined Rep. Ya Lieu, Durham   Secretary of State Elaine Marshall  

Mayor Leo Williams, and Mayor Cawley here.  



 

Happily celebrat ing  the Chinese New Year:  

Morrisville Mayor TJ Cawley with lots of his friends  

at the Prestonwood Country Club in Car y 

 

*        *       *       *       *  

 

SHERIFF WILLIE ROWE!  

The Wake County Democratic Forum 

has selected Wake Sheriff Willie Rowe 

to be  the recipient of their  

2024 TRAILBLAZER AWARD. This 

organization was formerly named the 

Democratic Menõs Club. 

Sheriff Rowe has been faithful in his 

attendance and support of this club 

whether he was ð or was not - running 

for public office.  

 



 

NASH COUNTY DEMOCRATS!  

Legislative candidate Lorenza Wilkins, County Chair Cassandra Conover,  

gubernatorial candidate Josh  Stein, and County Commissioner candidate Carnell 

Taylor were among the stars at the Nash County Convention in Rocky Mount.  

 

Justin Davis proudly points to his father, Congressman Don Davis,  

as they posed with Carnell Taylor.  



 

County Commissioner Gwen Wilkins and Precinct Vice Chair  

Mary Whitaker enjoyed visiting with Josh Stein.  

 

Many Democratic leaders joined together for this Nash Convention portrait.  



 

YOUTH FEATURE:  

J USTIN  MATTHEWS,  

STATE HOUSE CANDIDATE!  

JW Matthews is a  24 year -old ardent Democrat 

who works at a Walmart Distribution Center and is  

a student at Gardner -Webb University.  

He is running for the NC House in District 110 

which includes Cleveland & Gaston counties.  

He is also Chair of the Polkville precinct.  

J ustin  has elementary proficiency  in German and 

Spanish. He earned two  Associate of Science 

Certificates  from Cleveland Commu nity College.  

 

On March 16 J ustin  spoke at both the 

Gaston County Convention and the 

Cleveland County Convention.  Everyone 

who looks  at the Facebook video from that 

day  will see he is a  dynamic and highly  

effective spokesman ! 

    When he was asked about his short and 

long term goals, Justin replied: òI want to 

grow Cleveland Count y Young Democrats 

and expand the role of Gen Z in Cleveland 

and Gaston counties.  

     òIn the long term I hope to take a role at 

the state level with a  progressive 

organization or group and continue the 

good work of Democrats in North Carolina.ó 

         òI have given thought to going to grad school in philosophy at UNC. I have 

political aspirations but I donõt want to be in political activities my whole life. I 

would love to someday be a college professor.ó 

 

 

 



 

 This picture was taken at the first meeting of the Young Democrats of 

Cleveland County.  From the left on the front row are: Luke Robb, Anna Robb, 

Brett Jones, and Dylan Emory. From the left on the second row are: Haley 

Matthews (Justinõs wife), Justin, and Jesse Ross.   

 

 

 

 

JUSTIN WITH NCDP CHAIR 

ANDERSON CLAYTON WHO DROVE 

SIX HOURS FOR THIS MEETING AT 

GARDNER -WEBB UNIVERSITY.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



        

Justin with Secretary Elaine Marshall and Governor Cooper  

 

JUSTIN WITH KATIE CHAMPION &  RENEE BUMBAUGH   

AT CLEVELAND COUNTY FAIR!  



 

Anderson Clayton Introducing Justin to Congressman  

Maxwell Frost at the State YD Convention.  

 

Haley and Justin at their wedding with the Pastor behind them.  



 

JOSH STEIN IN SAMPSON COUNTY!  

 Josh Stein, our Democratic candidate for Governor, has embarked on a 

multi -county series of rallies to kickoff his General Election campaign. He drew a 

strong crowd at the Southern Ambience Event Center in Clinton on March 12
th

. 

           

        Sampson  County Party First Vice Chair Ruby Bell and County Chair Ed Gillim 

were among the many Sampson leaders who welcomed Josh.  

 

 

 



 

More Sampson County Democrats!  

 

County Commissioner Rev. Thaddeus Godwin  and Josh share a laugh.  

 



SPOTLIGHT ON:  

LENOIR COUNTY CHAIR  

JIMMY COCHRAN!  

 

 Our state has many talented County Chairs. One of our most remarkable is 

Jimmy Cochran of Kinston.  

 He has been Chair of the Lenoir County Democratic Party since 2011 ! He 

was also elected to serve as Eastern Vice President  for the State Association of 

County Chairs for four years.  

 Jimmy is supported in all his Democratic activities by his wife, Jauan, who 

is an ardent Democrat  in her own right.  

 Several times he has offered to retire from the County Chair position but 

Lenoir  County Democrats always have responded by saying: òWe donõt have 

anyone who can do the job as well as Jimmy Cochran!ó 

 

 



 

LENOIR COUNTY CONVENTION!  

 Jimmy Cochran and the Democrats of Lenoir County held a spirited 2024  

 County Convention on March 16
th

. Congressman Don Davis was the Keynote            

Speaker.   The Convention was held at St. Augustus AME Zion Church in Kinston.  

 From the left in the pic ture above are: County Commissioner Roland Best, 

Register of Deeds Treva Jenkins, State House  District 12 candidate Lillie 

Williams, Congressman Don Davi s , Chair Jimmy Cochran, Superior Court Judge 

Imelda Pate, Board of Education Chair Bruce Hill, and Boar d of Education Member  

Elijah Woods.  

 

           Congressman Don Davis with                   Don  Davis with Lillie Williams  

         Register of Deeds Treva Jenkins               who is running for State Senate  



       

     

 

 

 

 

      

 

SARAH OõBRIEN ADDRESS DUPLIN DEMS! 

Our NCDP Organizing Director Sarah OõBrien was the Keynote Speaker 

at the 2024 Duplin County Democratic Convention at James Sprunt Community 

College in Kenansville on March 16
th

. She presented methods that can be used to 

get people to follow the new voting laws and how to effectively canvass.  

 

 Sarah OõBrien with some Duplin leaders: County Commissioner Wayne 

Branch, County Treasurer Michael B uro, First Vice Chair Maureen Lynch,  

Second Vice Chair Lauren Branch, and County Commissioner Jesse Dowe.  



 

 

 

 

BLADEN COUNTY CONVENTION!  

 Bladen County Democratic Party Chair Dwight Sheppard writes: òOn March 

16
th

 the Bladen County Democratic Party held their County Convention at the 

Powell Melvin building in Elizabethtown.  

 òOur Keynote Speaker was the Honorable Carolyn Thompson who is a North 

Carolina Court of Appeals Judge. Judge Thompsonõs message was very 

enco uraging and uplifting. She focused on the need to unify the Democratic Party 

to fight against the hate and extremism that threatens to destroy our democracy, 

and explained the important role the judiciary fills in our counties, state and 

nation to uphold o ur Constitution.ó 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

   Bladen County Chair 

Sheppard wrote:  òDuring the 

convention we were all excited 

to see our honored guests Dr. 

Delilah B. Blanks, Elder Berline 

P. Graham and Eddie Nye.  

    ò Dr. Blanks and Mrs. Graham 

were honored for their liv es of 

service in Bladen county 

including multiple terms of 

office on local elected boards.  

   òMr. Nye accepted an award 

of behalf of his father who 

served in the legislature for 30 

years.  

 Althea Weaver reading  the  award for Dr. Delilah Blanks.  

   Dr. Bl anksõ daughter, Rhonda Hall, is with her.   

           

Althea Weaver reading 

the award to Mrs. 

Graham. Many 7
th

 District  

Conventions have been 

held in the Berline  P. 

Graham Multipurpose 

Building at East Arcadia 

Elementary School  w hich 

was named after her.  

 

 

 

Former County Commissioner Greg Taylor gave  

a moving tribute highlighting Ed Nyeõs many 

accomplishments and activities.  

 

 



 

 

 

GUILFORD COUNTY GOTV TEAM!  

      That dynamic Democrat Mitzi Turner says: òThe Guilford County Democratic 

Party Voter Registration Team was invited to attend the Classy Ladiez 4 Sure 

Social Clubõs Appreciation for Our Over The  Road Truckers event on February 15
th

. 

We were already past the voter registration deadline, but we did supply vital 

òready to voteó materials. 

       òBoth truckers and bikers were present with good challenging questions. We 

were able to help them get rea dy to vote. Itõs what we do. 

 

(Continued On t he Next Page)  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

  Mitzi Turner continued by saying:  

òVoter education aka empowerment 

is as important, if not more so, than 

voter registration.  

òOn our table we had the Early 

Voting sites, the Board of Elections 

voting schedule, voter search tool 

website, Voter ID pocket card, 

sample composite ballot, 

Vote411.org flyer from the League 

of Women voters, and NC is Ready 

to Vote booklet . 

òVendors, truckers, bikers and the 

general public greatly benefited 

from ou r presence.  

Truckers and bikers votes matter !ó 

 



 

GUILFORD DEMS CELEBRATE BLACK HISTORY!  

 The High Point Peacemakers invited the Guilford County Dems to 

participate in a Black History Month Cel ebration in High Point on February 24
th

. 

The Peacemakers are a community group dedicated to bringing peac e and un it y 

to neighborhoods. They also support voter registration and education.  

 On this occasion the Guilford Democratic Partyõs SERVICE TO OTHERS 

TEAM and its VOTER REGISTRATION TEAM combined to help serve u p good food 

and knowledge. They provided early voting sites, composite ballots, and voter 

search tool flyers. They had a busy table!  

         Team leader Mitzi Turner is shown in the picture above.  

 


