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TIA MEREDITH – A DEMOCRATIC 

HOMECOMING QUEEN IN RANDOLPH COUNTY! 

Tia Meredith with Questin Overman who has been a friend since before kindergarten. 

This picture was taken on April 9, 2021. 



  

This publication has been following Tia Meredith since she was eight years old. 

She is now eighteen years old and on last Friday night, April 9th, Tia was crowned 

Homecoming Queen at Providence Grove High School in Randolph County. The votes for 

Homecoming Queen were cast by her fellow students. So she is a popular Democrat in a 

GOP county. 

 In the picture on the left above she is with her brother, Wilson Meredith. In the 

picture on the right she is with Homecoming King Jacob Allen. 

 Because COVID-19 changed the schedule of the football season, Tia had the 

chance to run on the school’s cross country team this school year. 

   Her girls cross country team 

and the school’s boys team won 

the PAC-7 Conference 

Championship. They were 

successful at the regional level 

and qualified to run in the state 

championship meet. 

   Tia says: “Words can not 

describe how much happiness 

this team and this sport has  

brought me!” 



In this picture Tia is with her father, 

Jim Meredith, in 2019 when she was a 

Princess in the Homecoming Court. 

 Jim and his wife, Beverly, went to China 

and adopted Tia when she was two years 

old. Tia celebrates her adoption anniversary 

every year. 

 Throughout her school years she has 

made excellent grades. She has been 

accepted at several major universities. She 

has not yet made a decision about whether 

she will attend NC State or UNC-Chapel Hill. 

 Jim was Chair of the Randolph County 

Democratic Party for several years and he 

was Chair of the Sixth Congressional District 

Democratic Party for two years.  Jim also ran 

a strong race for the General Assembly in 

2018. 

 Tia’s mother, Beverly, owns and operates two accounting firms in Randolph  

County. 

 

 In February of this year, Tia went to Grandfather Mountain where she enjoyed the 

thrill of walking across the famous Swinging Bridge.  That is really “Social Distancing,” 

isn’t it? 

 Another highlight of Tia’s Senior Year in school: She got her hair cut for the first 

time in eight years! 

           



ROBESON COUNTY ELECTED 

THESE NEW PARTY OFFICERS! 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

RICHARD POOLE 

NEW HANOVER 

COUNTY! 

Since 2013 Richard Poole has been one of 

the most highly successful County Chairs in the 

state. He has been County Chair for seven of the 

eight years since 2013. 

      He led the development of a team that has 

completely changed the political situation in 

New Hanover County. 

    When he started in 2013 the county had been 

voting for the GOP for decades. 

    In 2014 New Hanover was the most improved 

county in the state for Kay Hagan for US Senate. 

  

In 2018 Democrats won majorities on both the Board of County Commissioners and 

the Board of Education for the first time in many years. 

 Amazing: In 2020 Richard and his Democratic team carried the county for a  

Democratic presidential candidate for the first time since voting for President Jimmy 

Carter in 1976!  That ended 44 years of voting for the GOP presidential candidate. 

 These figures shows how much the county grew and changed over those 44 years 

                           1976                                                       2020                                                          

           President Carter – 14,504                       President Biden –  66,138 

           President Ford - - -13, 687                       President Trump – 63,331 

 In 2020 Richard and his Democrats also carried New Hanover for Roy Cooper, 

Josh Stein, Beth Wood, Elaine Marshall, Cheri Beasley, Lucy Inman and Jessica Holmes. 

 

 During the last eight years Richard and the NH Dems 

have carried out many community service projects. The 

picture on the left shows him and some of his team at a 

MLK Day Food Bank event where they collected 2 ½ 

tons of food and $1100. 

    In addition to all these county successes, Richard 

has served two years as President of the State 

Association of County Chairs. 

    He stepped down as County Chair on April 11th. Next 

week’s edition will feature the county’s new Officers. 



 

 

NEW NASH COUNTY OFFICERS! 

 

COUNTY CHAIR - DR. CASSANDRA CONOVER! 

North Carolina has a new Democratic star! Meet Dr. Cassandra Conover who moved 

to Rocky Mount more than a year ago. She is a retired Commonwealth Attorney having 

served as an elected District Attorney in Virginia for 27 years. She was also an Adjunct 

Associate Professor of Constitutional Law and Business for more than 15 years. 

 Dr. Conover earned her BA in Political Science from the University of Virginia and 

her Juris Doctorate from NCCU School of Law; her M. B. A. from Regis University and her 

Doctorate of Education from Concordia Portland University in 2020. 

          She plans to work closely with the Democratic Party team to strengthen its 

presence in Nash County. She worked with Young Democrats during her four years at 

UVA and she has campaigned with several of the present and former elected state 

officials in Virginia. 

 Congratulations to Nominating Committee Chair Gwen Wilkins and all the other 

members of the Nominating Committee for submitting such an outstanding lineup of 

Officers. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

MORE NASH COUNTY OFFICERS! 

 

 

NASH COUNTY’S SEC MEMBERS! 

 

 



 

 

YOUTH FEATURE 

MICHAEL EVOLA 

UNION COUNTY! 

A REMARKABLE 

DEMOCRAT! 

 

 

 

 

 Many people have potential. Michael Evola already has lots of achievements! 

He has already taken the lead in forming an official Disability Issues Caucus and spent a 

lot of time and energy on going through all the steps necessary to getting it chartered by 

the North Carolina Democratic Party. When the NCDP State Executive Committee 

officially voted to establish this new caucus on February 27, 2021, it was a major  

accomplishment for Michael and the people who worked with him. 

(@DisabilityIssuesCaucus on social media.) 

 

 

Now Michael is campaigning to 

be elected VICE PRESIDENT FOR 

DEVELOPMENT 

at the Convention of the Young 

Democrats of North Carolina this 

weekend (April 16-18.) 

As of the time of publication of 

this edition of the GOOD NEWS, 

no one else has announced that 

they are going to run for this 

position. 

 

 



 

  

    

Michael with Cynthia Wallace and Tricia Purcell 

Michael is 23 years old and he is currently studying Accounting & Finance at Central 

Piedmont Community College.  He plans on majoring in Business as he continues to 

pursue a Bachelors Degree. 

 

These pictures show Michael at work in the 2020 campaign. 

Some of his hobbies are painting landscapes and making ceramics (pottery.) 

 

 



  

Michael with Attorney General Josh Stein and Cal Cunningham 

 April of 2021 has already been a happy month for Michael. Earlier this month he 

was appointed a Member of the Parks, Cultural & Recreation Advisory Board of the Town 

of Waxhaw where he lives. He will be working with other board members to plan a 

central park which will be the town’s largest. 

 He has already been functioning as a member of the Parks & Recreational Advisory 

Committee of Union County. 

 Michael would like to serve on a state board.  He says: “I am steadfast in my goal 

to serve my community and my state.  Maybe one day, I would even run for office.” 

 He can be contacted on social media at @MichaelEvolaNC. 

*           *           *           *           * 

MEET DYLAN HENSON 

NEW VICE CHAIR 

RUTHERFORD COUNTY! 

Dylan Henson was elected Second Vice Chair 

at last Saturday’s Rutherford County Convention.                   

 He is a fulltime student and he is studying 

Broadcasting Production Technology at Isothermal  

Community College. He plans to graduate this May 

and transfer to Appalachian State University 

to further his education in electronic media and  

broadcasting. 

 Dylan is excited about getting more students 

involved in the Democratic Party.  He says: “I am 

looking forward to the next few years as I begin my 

time with the Rutherford County Democratic Party.” 



 

 

 

NEW OFFICERS 

GUILFORD COUNTY 

DEMOCRATIC PARTY! 

Kathy Kirkpatrick was elected the new Chair 

of the Guilford County Democratic Party. 

She is a retired public school principal. 

Kathy says: “I am excited to help effect  

change for all North Carolinians!” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Left: Deborah Ford was elected        Right: Robert J. Haarsgaard has been on the    

 Third Vice Chair of the Guilford         the Guilford CEC since 2020. At the 2021 County  

 Party. Previously she was Vice         Convention he was elected to the SEC and a  

 Chair of Precinct G09 and she is       Delegate to the District 6 Convention. He is 

 a member of the Guilford County      a Private Instructor in Music. 

     African-American Caucus. 

  

 



     

    Binaya Aryal was elected Guilford County        Mitzi Turner is a lifelong Democrat who 

     RURAL VICE CHAIR at last Saturday’s             was elected HIGH POINT VICE CHAIR.  

     Convention. That means he is Vice Chair        During the 2020 campaign she worked  

     for all the precincts in unincorporated             at the High Point GCDP office along with       

    territory across the County. He has been a       greeting and observing at the polls. All 

    Precinct Chair from 2019 until the present.     her life she has been active in the Party  

     Binaya has been an SEC Member since           volunteering for many candidates, poll 

     2019 and he was re-elected to the SEC          observing, greeting, mailing letters and 

     for the next two years.                                     promoting the Democratic agenda. She  

                                                                               is active in the Democratic Women and 

                                                                              she is a retired Guilford County employee. 

 

 

THIS DNC BILLBOARD SAYS IT ALL! 



 

 

 

 

 

FORSYTH COUNTY OFFICERS! 

County Chair – Kevin Farmer 

First Vice Chair – Samantha Smith 

Second Vice Chair – Angela Levine 

Third Vice Chair – Drew Skilton 

Secretary – Alia Wofford 

Treasurer – Amaris Carr 

 

 

  

                   

   

 

 



 

 

   

 Durham Chair David Dixon                        First Vice Chair Ebony West   

DURHAM RE-ELECTS ALL SIX COUNTY PARTY OFFICERS! 

       Durham County Democrats expressed their pleasure with their Officers by re-electing 

their entire slate of six Officers for the 2021-2023 term. Their vote was unanimous. 

   

      Second Vice Chair Celeste Toombs             Third Vice Chair Steve Rawson    

 

 

 



                                  

                           

           Secretary Gina Marie Santore            Treasurer Jim Gundersdorff 

 

THESE 24 DURHAM DEMOCRATS WERE ELECTED TO THE SEC! 

              NIDA ALLAM                                   ITALO MEDELIUS 

              LEVON BARNES                              AHMED MOUSA 

              WILLIAM BELL                                SENATOR NATALIE MURDOCK 

              TED BENSON                                  REBECCA PLANCHARD 

              DAVID DIXON                                  BRENDA POLLARD 

              DEDREANA FREEMAN                    GINA MARIE SANTORE 

              KAREN GRAY                                 SARAH SHAH 

              DAVID HARRIS                               SREENATH SHARMA 

              DONALD HUGHES                          MONTICA TALMADGE 

              ELIJAH KING                                  PATIENCE VANDERBUSH 

              NIKKI LILES                                   MAL WATLINGTON 

              SHEENA MATHEWS                       SENATOR MIKE WOODARD 

 

In the SEC list above there was not enough space 

to write the titles of: 

 

                           Durham City Councilwoman Dedreana Freeman 

                              Durham County Commissioner Nida Allam 

 

 

 

           

 

       



 

WAKE COUNTY’S RUTH MERKLE 

RE-ELECTED TO THE SEC! 

Her outstanding Democratic record so far: 

 

SEC Member Since 2011 

 

First and Only Woman Elected President of 

The Wake Democratic MEN’S Club 

 

Newly Elected First Vice President of the 

Democratic Women of Wake County 

 

Former Cary Vice Chair of 

the Wake County Democratic Party, 2008 - 2015 

 

Delegate to Presidential Electoral College in 2012 

 



 

 

NEW ONSLOW COUNTY PARTY OFFICERS! 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

SPECIAL FEATURE 

VICKIE ZANGWILL 

CARTERET COUNTY! 

 Want to meet a TOTALLY involved 

Democrat? Then enjoy reading about Vickie 

Zangwill! 

 Vickie has been involved with the 

CCDP since the aftermath of the 2016 

elections. In 2017 she was elected as Vice 

Chair of the Pelletier Precinct and she was 

re-elected in 2021. 

 She joined the Carteret County 

Democratic Women in 2017 and in 2019 she 

was elected President.  In 2019 she also 

became the DWNC Region 10 Director. 

In addition she serves on the Membership and Legislative Committees. 

 She is presently serving on the CCDP Board as President of the DW but she will 

relinquish that position when her term as President ends in May, 2021. 

 Vickie is on the County Party’s GOTV, Voter outreach, and Planning committees. 

She chairs the Fundraising and Nomination committees.  She also is on the Party’s Ad 

Hoc Resolutions Committee. She was phone banking Coordinator for two election cycles 

and was District Coordinator of phone banking in 2018. 

 A BIG EVENT! Vickie is on the County Party’s Reverse Drawing Committee where 

she participated in the planning and implementation of this big fundraising event in 2019 

and  2020, and will again in 2021. Carteret Democrats raise huge amounts of money at 

this happy event. 

         Even more: Since 2020 Vickie has been the Headquarters Manager. 

 At last Saturday’s County Convention, she was elected County Party Secretary and 

a SEC Member. 

ALL COUNTY PARTY OFFICERS 

& SEC MEMBERS ARE INVITED TO 

SEND PICTURES AND ARTICLES ABOUT 

THEMSELVES TO: melvin535@gmail.com 

  



 

 

NEW CABARRUS COUNTY CHAIR 

MARCUS SINGLETON! 

 



 

WILKES COUNTY PARTY OFFICERS! 

 

 



  COUNTY CHAIR ERIC TERASHIMA               FIRST VICE CHAIR LISA MOSCA  

BRUNSWICK DEMS ELECT NEW OFFICERS! 

 That ardent Brunswick County Democrat, Neil Gilbert, took these screenshots 

during the 2021 Brunswick County Vertual Convention. 

   

 

    SECRETARY DENISE MIRANDOLA                 TREASURER VICTOR GALLO 

 

THE BRUNSWICK COUNTY DEMOCRATIC PARTY 

HAS A FINE HEADQUARTERS IN BOLIVIA, NORTH CAROLINA! 

 



 

 

NEWLY ELECTED 

DAVIDSON COUNTY OFFICERS! 

 



 

 

ALL COUNTY PARTY OFFICERS 

AND 

ALL SEC MEMBERS 

ARE INVITED TO SEND 

YOUR PICTURES & ARTICLES 

TO: 

Melvin535@gmail.com 

 

 

Your Democratic Friend, 

Melvin Williams, State Secretary 

North Carolina Democratic Party 

 

910-590-4542 

 

 

 

mailto:Melvin535@gmail.com

