
GOOD NEWS ABOUT DEMOCRATS! 

February 6, 2021 

SPECIAL FEATURE – OUR NCDP CANDIDATES! 

 

NCDP RURAL CAUCUS ORGANIZED! 

On January 27th about 100 Democrats joined together by Zoom to organize the 

Rural Caucus of the NCDP.  It took two Zoom calls which lasted more than three and a 

half hours, but they elected a strong group of Acting Officers. 

 The President is Brandon Combs of Person County who is in the picture above. 

          The full lineup of Acting Officers are: 

                       President – Brandon Combs, Person County (Above) 

                       First Vice President – Jenifer Thompson, Montgomery County 

                       Second Vice President – Rev. B. J. Gibson, Scotland County 

                       Third Vice President – Chris Suggs, Lenoir County 

                       Secretary – Emily Hogan, Watauga County 

                       Treasurer – Colton Browder, Haywood County 

 



 

 

ROCKINGHAM COUNTY DEMOCRATS! 

 In honor of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and in celebration of the Inauguration of Joe 

Biden & Kamala Harris, County Chair Roxanne Griffin and the Democrats of Rockingham 

County gathered contributions of non-perishable food items and delivered them to the 

Reidsville Outreach Center Food Pantry on January 18th. 

 They delivered enough food to feed 80 families! 

          Left to right, the picture above shows Jim Jackson (that’s a Red For Ed cap), 

Sara Schneidmiller, Ophelia Wright, Lee Templeton, and Chair Roxanne Griffin. 

 

Roxanne Griffin, Sara Schneidmiller, & Ophelia Wright  

unloading the Democratic donations. 

 



 

 

Sara Schneidmiller, Lee Templeton, Ophelia Wright, & Chair Roxanne Griffin 

 

On a different front, Rockingham County Democrats donated 100 designer cloth 

 masks to Reidsville Hospice. Kelly Boyte Jones and Wally White are delivering them 

in the picture above.  

These masks were provided by Meredith Bailey who is with Butler’s Pantry. 

Butler’s Pantry also made a separate private contribution of additional masks. 

 

 Plans are in the works for the Rockingham Dems to conduct a Blood drive in 

February and additional food drives in the near future. 

 Congratulations to the Rockingham County Democrats who are doing their part  

for the community as “DEMOCRATS – NEIGHBORS WHO CARE,” their county party motto. 



 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO THE 

ASSOCIATION OF 

COUNTY CHAIRS! 

The foundation of the County Chairs Association 

was the brainchild of former Party Chair David 

Parker and then First Vice Chair Gwen Wilkins. 

They both approached Dr. Gracie Galloway who 

was then Chair of the Cabarrus County Democratic 

Party.  Gracie says “They urged, poked, prodded, 

and cajoled me to organize the County Chairs.” 

 

 Dr. Galloway continued: “All three recognized that the County Chair were and are 

the work horses in the Party but did not have a voice in how the Party was run. In order 

to provide them with a voice and a seat at the table of the State Executive Council it was 

imperative that they become a separate association/caucus. That was ten years ago.” 

                    

 Dr. Galloway traveled the length and breadth of North Carolina over a period of 

three months, personally contacting the various County Chairs to explain the benefits of 

such an association to get their buy in. She recalls: “There was some resistance but I 

persisted and prevailed.” 

 She authored the bylaws and with the great assistance of Gwen Wilkins, pushed 

the State Executive Committee to approve the association and thus provide the Chair 

of the CCA a seat at the table of the State Executive Council. 

 Dr. Galloway served as the first interim Chair of the CCA though her agreement 

with David and Gwen was that she would form the organization, but did not want to 

continue as the Chair as she had other projects on her plate (one of which was the 

formation of AAPI.) 

 It is the Tenth Birthday of the County Chairs Association. After decades, they 

finally have a seat at the table. 



 

 

DISABILITY ISSUES CAUCUS! 

 On Saturday, January 30th a NCDP Disability Issues Caucus was formed at a Zoom 

Meeting. 

 The pictures above show Michael Evola of Union County who was elected 

President of this new caucus and Kara Hinkley of Buncombe County who was elect First 

Vice President. 

                  

             Second Vice President Kris Rixon         Secretary Tia Cheek of Lee County 

                             of Wake County 

      These new leaders and the other people in the caucus are excited about making 

 improvements in the services that are provided to citizens who have disabilities. 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MOORE COUNTY DEMOCRATS! 

 Moore County Democratic Party Chair Maurice Holland, Jr. proudly congratulated 

Moore County Democrats for more than 900 pounds of food which they donated to 

celebrate the Day of Action for Dr. King’s Birthday and for the Presidential Inauguration. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MANY 8
TH

 & 9
TH

 DISTRICT DEMOCRATS ARE IN THIS ARTICLE! 

 Moore County Party Chair Maurice Holland, Jr. sent this article from WRAL.com 

which quotes many Democrats in the 8th and 9th Congressional Districts. Click here to 

find out what they said about Kamala Harris: 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wral.com%2Fwhat-do-black-

women-in-rural-nc-think-of-kamala-

harris%2F19501489%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR251K3QUefw_iHNkRVMIlEMnNPrbtAGsnPQT4

IuZ8zihXJGX6Eon77LRZU&h=AT0-

zgC5XVoHOGU9CGTKqkU5WSG3wWPtGyUqX2p0gWKrjWvVVUWGEvavf84433j6VtSX36C6

fHvFLN7Aa-hK6A3-FjmPgqnAM9j3QgBBEzazYOT3KC1P2dxytTTK3DJ80_Oedw9PPc4EeXG 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wral.com%2Fwhat-do-black-women-in-rural-nc-think-of-kamala-harris%2F19501489%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR251K3QUefw_iHNkRVMIlEMnNPrbtAGsnPQT4IuZ8zihXJGX6Eon77LRZU&h=AT0-zgC5XVoHOGU9CGTKqkU5WSG3wWPtGyUqX2p0gWKrjWvVVUWGEvavf84433j6VtSX36C6fHvFLN7Aa-hK6A3-FjmPgqnAM9j3QgBBEzazYOT3KC1P2dxytTTK3DJ80_Oedw9PPc4EeXG
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wral.com%2Fwhat-do-black-women-in-rural-nc-think-of-kamala-harris%2F19501489%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR251K3QUefw_iHNkRVMIlEMnNPrbtAGsnPQT4IuZ8zihXJGX6Eon77LRZU&h=AT0-zgC5XVoHOGU9CGTKqkU5WSG3wWPtGyUqX2p0gWKrjWvVVUWGEvavf84433j6VtSX36C6fHvFLN7Aa-hK6A3-FjmPgqnAM9j3QgBBEzazYOT3KC1P2dxytTTK3DJ80_Oedw9PPc4EeXG
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wral.com%2Fwhat-do-black-women-in-rural-nc-think-of-kamala-harris%2F19501489%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR251K3QUefw_iHNkRVMIlEMnNPrbtAGsnPQT4IuZ8zihXJGX6Eon77LRZU&h=AT0-zgC5XVoHOGU9CGTKqkU5WSG3wWPtGyUqX2p0gWKrjWvVVUWGEvavf84433j6VtSX36C6fHvFLN7Aa-hK6A3-FjmPgqnAM9j3QgBBEzazYOT3KC1P2dxytTTK3DJ80_Oedw9PPc4EeXG
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wral.com%2Fwhat-do-black-women-in-rural-nc-think-of-kamala-harris%2F19501489%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR251K3QUefw_iHNkRVMIlEMnNPrbtAGsnPQT4IuZ8zihXJGX6Eon77LRZU&h=AT0-zgC5XVoHOGU9CGTKqkU5WSG3wWPtGyUqX2p0gWKrjWvVVUWGEvavf84433j6VtSX36C6fHvFLN7Aa-hK6A3-FjmPgqnAM9j3QgBBEzazYOT3KC1P2dxytTTK3DJ80_Oedw9PPc4EeXG
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wral.com%2Fwhat-do-black-women-in-rural-nc-think-of-kamala-harris%2F19501489%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR251K3QUefw_iHNkRVMIlEMnNPrbtAGsnPQT4IuZ8zihXJGX6Eon77LRZU&h=AT0-zgC5XVoHOGU9CGTKqkU5WSG3wWPtGyUqX2p0gWKrjWvVVUWGEvavf84433j6VtSX36C6fHvFLN7Aa-hK6A3-FjmPgqnAM9j3QgBBEzazYOT3KC1P2dxytTTK3DJ80_Oedw9PPc4EeXG
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wral.com%2Fwhat-do-black-women-in-rural-nc-think-of-kamala-harris%2F19501489%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR251K3QUefw_iHNkRVMIlEMnNPrbtAGsnPQT4IuZ8zihXJGX6Eon77LRZU&h=AT0-zgC5XVoHOGU9CGTKqkU5WSG3wWPtGyUqX2p0gWKrjWvVVUWGEvavf84433j6VtSX36C6fHvFLN7Aa-hK6A3-FjmPgqnAM9j3QgBBEzazYOT3KC1P2dxytTTK3DJ80_Oedw9PPc4EeXG


                       

 

 

 

NEW SEC MEMBERS! 

 As the February 27th virtual SEC meeting approaches, county parties all over the 

state are holding elections to fill some empty SEC member positions. 

          Four of the nine new SEC members elected by the Mecklenburg Democratic Party 

are shown above. 

          Top row: VICTORIA WATLINGTON and GREG SNYDER 

          Bottom row: JANICE ROBINSON and HENRY MARTINAT 

 

 ADDITIONAL NEW SEC MEMBERS ARE INVITED TO SEND YOUR PICTURE AND THE 

NAME OF YOUR COUNTY TO: melvin535@gmail.com. 

 

 



  

SALUTE TO A BRAVE DEMOCRATIC WARRIOR 

CYNTHIA WALLACE! 

        After three campaigns in three years in the Ninth Congressional District, Cynthia 

Wallace knows every highway and byway in entire district. 

She was chair of the Ninth Congressional District during Dan McCready’s 2018 and 

2019 campaigns. Then she was our Democratic congressional candidate in 2020. 

 



When asked how she feels as she looks back on her 2020 campaign, Cynthia 

graciously says:  

 “In the race for North Carolina’s 9th Congressional District, we accomplished a lot 

together.  

 “We focused on issues that were hurting folks: jobs with a living wage, affordable 

healthcare, quality education, and broadband access. 

 “We adapted to a global pandemic by transitioning to safe ways to communicate 

with our constituents. We provided them with PPE at a time when it was scarce. 

 “We offered hope in a time of darkness.  

 “We received overwhelming support from Democrats across the state, country, and 

even at the top of the ticket. 

 “In the light of 2020 and the start of 2021, we must continue our fight for rational 

and compassionate leadership that is needed to heal the partisan divide. 

 

Democrats may communicate with Cynthia at cynthialwallace1@gmail.com 

mailto:cynthialwallace1@gmail.com


 

MEET THE ANNOUNCED CANDIDATES 

FOR NCDP OFFICER POSITIONS! 

 All announced candidates for NCDP Officer positions at the February 27, 2021 

virtual SEC meeting were invited to send three pages to advertise their campaigns. 

 Their messages can be found on the following pages.  THE CANDIDATES WORKED 

VERY HARD TO CREATE THEIR PAGES FOR YOUR ENLIGHTMENT! 

          Please look at them! 

  There is no deadline for candidates to decide to run for a NCDP Officer position. 

 Also: NOMINATIONS CAN BE MADE FROM THE FLOOR AT THE FEBRUARY 27TH 

MEETING. 

HERE ARE THE CANDIDATES 

WHO HAVE ANNOUNCED SO FAR: 

 

STATE PARTY CHAIR 

Bobbie Richardson 

Clayton Brooks 

Eva F. Lee 

 

FIRST VICE CHAIR 

Floyd McKissick 

Wendy Ella May 

 

SECOND VICE CHAIR 

Matt Hughes 

Byron Gladden 

Marilyn Carter 

 

THIRD VICE CHAIR 

Valencia Handy  

Shannon Auer 

 

SECRETARY 

Melvin Williams 

Angela Bridgman 

 

(For each officer position, a drawing was held  

to determine the order in which they are listed above 

and on the subsequent pages.) 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 



 

 

 

 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMING UP: 

 

 

CANDIDATES FOR 

 

 

FIRST VICE CHAIR 

 

 

SECOND VICE CHAIR 

 

 

THIRD VICE CHAIR 

 

 

SECRETARY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear State Executive Committee Member, 

 As a Member of the State Executive Committee for the NC Democratic Party,  you 

will soon have the opportunity to vote for a new leadership team that will devise a plan 

and assemble the resources required to help get Democrats elected all across the State 

of North Carolina.  It’s important that our leadership team reflects the diversity of our 

party and that we take full advantage of the skills, resources and experience of party 

activists. That is why I have decided to run for the position of First Vice chairperson of 

the party at this critical time.    

 I have been active and served our party for decades at the grassroots level. In 

addition, I have served as Chairperson of the party in both Durham County and in Warren 

County. I was also President of the Young Democrats in Warren County 

 In addition, I served as a Member of the City Council in Durham for 8 year as well 

as a Member of the NC Senate for approximately 13 years, where I represented Durham 

County as well as, on occasions, Granville County. 

 I have worked with state and local government officials across our state in serving 

the citizens of our state. I have helped citizens whenever called upon, regardless of 

where they lived. I understand and appreciate the challenges faced in our urban counties 

as well as those in our rural counties.  

We must effectively organize and deploy our resources so that we can attain 

Democratic victories in all regions of our state. This will be one of my highest priorities. 

As a party, we must be effective in messaging our issues and policies so that we can 

attract urban as well as new rural voters. 

 We must also, this year, be prepared to address the complexities of redistricting 

since the NC General Assembly will be drawing new Legislative as well as Congressional 

districts. I have been intricately involved in redistricting and in litigation related to 

redistricting over the past decade.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

 



              

 “I have also worked with many of you over the decades, as a Member of the 

State Executive Committee and as a Member of the Executive Council for our 

party. I currently serve as a Trustee for our party. Outside of political activities, I 

have been an attorney for 35 years and I hold advanced degrees from Harvard, 

Duke, and UNC Chapel Hill. 

 “I believe that my background and experience can be a tremendous asset 

for our party and I would welcome the opportunity to be a part of our new, 

visionary leadership team. This is why I’m requesting your support of my 

candidacy to serve as First Vice Chairperson of the NC Democratic Party. 

Additional biographical information is provided below. 

With Warmest Regards, 

Floyd 

 

*         *         *         *         * 

BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION ABOUT FLOYD MCKISSICK! 

Senator McKissick served in the NC General Assembly from 2007 to 2020 

representing Durham and Granville counties. He was: 

Senior Deputy Democratic Leader 

The longest serving Democratic Member of the State Senate 

4
th

 in seniority among the Senate’s 50 Members 

Chair of the NC Legislative Black Caucus from 2010 to 2012 

Chair of Durham County Democratic Party, 2005 – 2007 

Member Durham City Council, 1993 – 2001 

Member of Durham’s Board of Adjustment 

Member of Durham’s Joint City-County Planning Commission 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 FLOYD MCKISSICK 

- Received his JD from Duke University School of Law. 

- Earned Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Harvard University 

where he specialized in Management of State and Local Government & Diplomacy 

-Earned a Master’s in Regional Planning from UNC-CH 

- Received AB in Geography from Clark University, Worcester, MA 

-Has been an attorney for 39 years 

-Has represented Fortune 500 companies, small businesses, & individuals 

 

*Lectured on large scale, mixed-use developments, University of Virginia 

*Co-Instructor at NC Central University’s School of Law where he taught courses in  

Civil Rights Litigation & Law Office Management with his father,  

the late Judge Floyd B. McKissick, Sr 

*Currently serves as an Accenture Visiting Professor at the Sanford School of Public 

Policy at Duke University 

 

Here Are Some Of The Awards Senator McKissick has received: 

2009 NC Housing Coalition’s Legislator of the Year 

2009 NC Justice Center’s Defender of Justice Award 

2009 NAACP Trailblazer Award for Leadership relating to the NC Racial Justice Act 

2014 Legislator of the Year Award from the NC Humane Society 

2015 Stella J. Adams Fair Housing Advocate Award from Legal Aid of NC 

2016 Bertha B. Holt Leadership & Courage Award from Planned Parenthood 

2016 Green Tie Award as Senator of the Year from NC League of Conservation Voters 

2016 Regional Legislator of the Year from National Black Conference of State Legislators 

2017 Champion Award from ERA NC 

2017 Chief’s Legislative Leadership Award – NC Association of Chiefs of Police 

2018 Lifetime Achievement Award from Christ Saves Hearts Foundation 

2018 Economic Justice Award from the Southern Anti-Racism Network 



 



 



 





 



 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 



 



 

VALENCIA HANDY – THIRD VICE CHAIR! 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

              

 

 

LET’S RE-ELECT MR. GOOD NEWS! 

Through ten years of enthusiastic service as 

NCDP STATE PARTY SECRETARY, 

Melvin Williams has given statewide recognition 

to hundreds of 

NORTH CAROLINA DEMOCRATS 

in his GOOD NEWS ABOUT DEMOCRATS publication! 

For many of these folks, this is the first time 

they have ever been praised for their work for the party.  

LET’S RE-ELECT MELVIN WILLIAMS! 

Melvin has also provided lots of INSTITUTIONAL MEMORY 

to our State Democratic Party. 

His wisdom has helped prevent the Party from making 

the same mistakes over and over again. 

LET’S RE-ELECT MELVIN WILLIAMS! 

 

 

 



 

When Melvin’s Re-Election Campaign 

was announced on Facebook, 

these are some of the messages  

that were posted by NC Democrats: 

 

A Guilford County Democrat: 

“Greatest State Democratic Secretary in  

our lifetime. Let’s re-elect him!” 

A Watauga County Democrat: 

“The Very Best Secretary I know!” 

A Wake County Democrat: 

“You have my vote. I don’t care if Joe Biden 

is running against you.” 

A Currituck County Democrat: 

“Melvin Williams is the very backbone of the 

North Carolina Democratic Party!” 

A Wake County Democrat: 

“Inarguably, his big heart is what the Party runs on.” 

A Durham County Democrat: 

“If it was not for Melvin and his newsletter, many NC 

Democrats would have no contact with the NCDP.” 

A Forsyth County Democrat: 

“By all means let’s re-elect Melvin Williams!” 

A Pender County Democrat: 

“Simply the best! He always has my vote.” 

A Stokes County Democrat: 

“He is the best. Great man!” 

A Cleveland County Democrat: 

“Totally behind Melvin” 

 

 

 



 

A New Hanover County Democrat: 

“Go Melvin! Best Party Secretary in the country.” 

A Randolph County Democrat: 

“A 1000 X Yes! He is the Good News!” 

A Brunswick County Democrat: 

“Folks, when you have the best, stick with it. 

Melvin is the best!” 

A Wake County Democrat: 

“I certainly appreciate the amount of effort it  

takes for him to do that newsletter.” 

“A Onslow County Democrat: 

‘Melvin Williams is the best!’ 

A Brunswick County Democrat: 

“You have my vote. Love you, Melvin.” 

A Wake County Democrat: 

“The North Carolina Democratic Party would be incomplete 

without Melvin Williams. His Good News About Democrats 

publication helps keep NC Democrats in the loop about the 

amazing work that members of our Party are doing.” 

A New Hanover County Democrat: 

“He does an excellent job and should be re-elected.” 

A Harnett County Democrat: 

“Melvin is the best!” 

A Wake County Democrat: 

“Melvin has shown incredible dedication. 

We need him in office.” 

 

On February 27
th

, 

LET’S RE-ELECT MELVIN WILLIAMS! 

 

 



 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

All NC Democrats 

Are Invited 

To Send Pictures & Short Articles 

To: 

Melvin535@gmail.com 

 

 

 

Your Democratic Friend, 

Melvin Williams, State Secretary 

 North Carolina Democratic Party 

mailto:Melvin535@gmail.com

