
GOOD NEWS ABOUT DEMOCRATS! 

January 15, 2019 

 

THE INVESTITURE OF 

TOBY HAMPSON 

NC COURT OF APPEALS! 

Judge Toby Hampson and his family  

celebrated his Investiture to the 

North Carolina Court of Appeals 

in Raleigh on Friday, January 11
th

. 

He was elected by a strong wave of 

Democratic voters on November 6, 2018. 

They cast the following votes: 

Toby Hampson - D - 1,766,470 

Jefferson Griffin – R – 1,293,098 

Michael Monaco, Sr. – Lib – 167,773 

His wife, Kristin Hampson, is an outstanding  

Attorney also. NC Legal Elite recently 

named her our state’s best attorney in the 

area of Family Law. 

 

 

From Left to right the following dignitaries joined in the celebration: 

Supreme Court Justice Anita Earls, Supreme Court Justice Michael Morgan, Court of Appeals 

Judge Lucy Inman, Court of Appeals Judge Allegra Collins, 

State Representative Robert Reives, and Superior Court Judge Vince Rozier. 

All of these jurists were elected by Democrats.  

 

 



                 
Celebrating the Hampson Investiture! 

Left: Senator Jeff Jackson & Ryan Watts with Judge Hampson 

Right: Law Clerk Eric James with Lee County Democratic leader Jan Tart. 

 

 NC College Democrats President John Easterling and Secretary of State Elaine Marshall 

congratulating Judge Hampson 

 

Willie Rowe, Blair Williams, Supreme Court Chief Justice Mark Martin, 

and retired Court of Appeals Judge Sid Eagles 



 

ALL CANDIDATES WHO HAVE PUBLICLY ANNOUNCED 

THEY WILL BE RUNNING FOR NCDP OFFICERS, 2019-2021, 

WERE INVITED TO SUBMIT AN AD FOR THIS EDITION. 

The Elections Will Be Held At The SEC Meeting At 

12:00 Noon, Saturday, January 26, 2019 

Mallard Creek High School  

3825 Johnston Oehler Road, Charlotte, NC 28269 

BE SURE TO READ THESE ADS CAREFULLY! 

 

THE CANDIDATES WHO HAVE ANNOUNCED SO FAR ARE: 

STATE PARTY CHAIR 

WAYNE GOODWIN 

FIRST VICE CHAIR 

BOBBIE RICHARDSON 

BRENDA POLLARD 

AISHA DEW 

SECOND VICE CHAIR 

MATT HUGHES 

THIRD VICE CHAIR 

NIDA ALLAM 

SECRETARY 

MELVIN WILLIAMS 

 

THE DOOR IS STILL WIDE OPEN FOR MORE 

DEMOCRATS TO RUN FOR AN NCDP OFFICE. 

AT THE JANUARY 26
TH

 SEC MEETING 

NOMINATIONS CAN BE MADE FROM THE FLOOR. 

 

 



 



 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 



 



 



 



 

 

LET’S RE-ELECT 

MELVIN WILLIAMS 

STATE PARTY SECRETARY! 

Melvin Williams is an enthusiastic, hard working 

Democrat! In addition to producing minutes of all 

State Party meetings – and delivering them on time - 

he created the GOOD NEWS ABOUT DEMOCRATS 

newsletter. This popular publication gives statewide 

recognition to individual Democrats  

and Democratic organizations. 

Melvin enjoys promoting positive news about our Party! 

Although he works full time, he spends 15 – 18 hours 

on researching and producing every edition of  

the GOOD NEWS. 

 

 

 

             

 

 

 

 

READY FOR 2020! 

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

ON JANUARY 26
TH

 

LET’S RE-ELECT MELVIN WILLIAMS! 



 

CAL CUNNINGHAM 

KICKS OFF CAMPAIGN 

FOR LT. GOVERNOR! 

Cal Cunningham has announced his statewide 

campaign for Lt. Governor of North Carolina. 

Groups and organizations who would like to 

invite him to their events may write to him 

at: Cal@CalForNC.com 

After making his announcement at Wake 

Community College, Cal and his family made a 

four-day Listening Tour through 12 counties. 

 

 

 

           

     The first stop on the tour was a community service project with his campaign team at the 

Eastern NC Foodbank in Durham. Cal toured the facility and sorted sweet potatoes for distribution 

to families across Eastern NC.  

     Cal and his family stopped in his hometown of Lexington for a reception and speech on the 

steps of the old Lexington Courthouse. (Right above) 

 

Cal visited with the Senior 

Dems in Mecklenburg 

including this retired 

educator. (Left) 

He toured Valdese 

Weavers, a company 

which is employee owned 

and has been a success 

story despite foreign 

competition. (Right) 



 

Cal is an attorney, an executive at an environmental company, and a former State Senator. 

His wife, Elizabeth, is an attorney who works with public educators to make schools better. 

 Their teenagers, William and Caroline, support Cal’s determination to help fix some of the 

serious problems of our time such as climate change, poverty, gun violence, and rising college 

costs. 

 

 

Here is Cal’s announcement video: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NE2_zLHbVE8 

 

Readers will enjoy this video about Cal: 

https://www.facebook.com/calfornc/videos/367066230748788/?t=41 

 

Democrats across the state can invite Cal to their events 

by writing to him at: 

Cal@CalForNC.com 

 

 

All statewide Democratic candidates are invited to send 

articles, pictures, and video links 

to this publication. 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NE2_zLHbVE8
https://www.facebook.com/calfornc/videos/367066230748788/?t=41
mailto:Cal@CalForNC.com


 

CRAVEN DEMOCRATIC WOMEN ELECT NEW OFFICERS! 

 The Democratic Women of Craven County met in New Bern recently and elected a strong 

lineup of new Officers. 

 From the left the new Officers are: Treasurer Jean Friend, Secretary Diane Tyndall, Clerk of 

Court Terri Sharp who administered their oaths, Vice President Jodie Lones, and President 

Barbara Harrison. 

 Barbara Harrison has previously held many positions in the Democratic Women including 

Regional Director. 

 

 

NEW DEMOCRATIC  

LEGISLATIVE STARS! 

 This dramatic picture shows new 

female Democratic legislators as they arrived 

at the General Assembly. 

 From the top left they are: 

Rep. Kandie Smith 

Rep. Sydney Batch 

Rep. Allison Dahle 

Rep. Julie von Haefen 

Rep. Carolyn Logan 

Rep. Ashton Clemmons 

Rep. Rachel Hunt 

Senator Natasha Marcus 

 

 



 

SOUTH CAROLINA DEMOCRATS! 

On January 13
th

 State Party Secretary Melvin Williams visited with a great group of South Carolina 

Democrats who make up PEOPLE FOR FREEDOM, a political action committee whose goal 

is to raise money for State Representative Robert Williams. Rep. Williams received more than 

100,000 votes when he ran for Congress in 2018.  

PEOPLE FOR FREEDOM is starting their fundraising early so they can amass a large campaign 

treasury for Rep. Williams’ 2020 campaign for Congress. 

Representative Williams is the gentleman near the right side of this picture.  

His wife is beside him. 

               

JEFF AND HADEN IN RALEIGH! 

Haden Jackson proudly accompanied Senator Jeff Jackson for the Opening Day 

of the General Assembly. Jeff is one of our Democratic stars! 



 

     

CELEBRATING DEMOCRATIC VICTORY IN NORTHWEST NC! 

A large crowd attended the Swearing In Ceremony for new State Representative 

Ray Russell at the Ashe Arts Council Building in West Jefferson. 

In November Ray defeated a GOP incumbent to win. 

Mrs. Russell held the Bible as Ray received his Oath of Office.  

In the picture on the right, Ray is with one of his strongest supporters, 

former Ashe County Democratic Party Chair Melba Jones. 

Last Fall Ray’s campaign received a big boost when Governor and Mrs. Jim Hunt 

drove all the way from Wilson to Blowing Rock to headline a rally for him! 

 

Part of the crowd which gathered to celebrate Ray’s inauguration! 

 

Thanks to Vicki Randolph for these pictures. 

       



 

RACHEL HUNTS’ FIRST DAY IN THE LEGISLATURE! 

After winning a dramatic 68-vote victory over an incumbent GOP legislator in a 

Republican district, Rachel Hunt and her family happily gathered in Raleigh for 

her Oath of Office Ceremony. Rachel joined First Lady Carolyn Hunt, Governor Jim Hunt, 

and Rebecca Hunt-Hawley on the stairway of the Legislative Building. 

 

A joyous family:  First Lady Carolyn Hunt, Rachel’s son, Jonas Nilender, Rep. Rachel Hunt, 

Governor Jim Hunt, Rachel’s husband, Dr. Olav Nilender, and her nephew, James B. Hunt IV. 

 



 

   

 

NATASHA MARCUS 

BECOMES A 

STATE SENATOR! 

Natasha Marcus received her Oath 

of Office from Judge John 

Arrowood at a highly meaningful 

ceremony in the Davidson Town  

Hall on January 2
nd

. 

She defeated a GOP incumbent 

in the November General Election. 

 

 

   

Natasha addressed the crowd of supporters after receiving the Oath from Judge Arrowood. 

                 

On the first day of the General Assembly session, Natasha was joined by her 

daughters, Madison and Ellie – and by her Legislative Assistant, Melanie Zimmerman. 



 

 

BIG DEMOCRATIC CELEBRATION IN DURHAM! 

On January 6
th

 hundreds of Democrats gathered at The Tower at NC Mutual Plaza for the 

Oath of Office ceremony for all of Durham’s legislative delegation. In the picture above longtime 

State Representative Michey Michaux is addressing the crowd. Rep. Michaux served in the 

legislature for 45 years - amazing! 

Each legislator’s Oath of Office was administered by NC Supreme Court Justice Anita Earls. 

 

Zack Hawkins, his family and Rep. Michaux. 

 



 

 

Senator Floyd McKissick and family 

 

Senator Mike Woodard and his wife, Rev. Sarah Woodard 

 

Representative Maryann Black and her husband 



 

 

Representative Marcia Morey 

 

 

 

           

 

Durham County’s new Democratic Sheriff 

Clarence Birkhead with Angelique Stallings 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At the Oath of Office 

celebration:  

Judge Toby Hampson, 

Justice Anita Earls, 

Executive Council Member 

Brenda Pollard 

 

 

 



 

 

    

After receiving his Oath of Office, State Representative Robert Reives addressed the Durham 

crowd. His district includes parts of Lee, Chatham, and Durham counties. 

 

Brianna and TJ Reives happily joined their parents, Cynthia and Rep. Robert Reives. 



 

  

 

 

 

 

 



 

NORTH CAROLINIANS LOVE BASKETBALL! 

During a time out in the recent UNC – Louisville basketball game, 

these four Democrats gathered for a quick picture: 

Governor Roy Cooper, Executive Council Member Brenda Pollard, 

Lorenzo Pedro from the NCDP Senate Caucus office, 

and State Party Chair Wayne Goodwin. 

Guess who was the photographer of this picture? 

UNC President Margaret Spellings! 

 

Send Your GOOD NEWS To: 

melvin535@gmail.com 

 

 

Your Democratic Friend, 

Melvin Williams, Secretary 

North Carolina Democratic Party 

 

mailto:melvin535@gmail.com

